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on the subject. It has been before the Cabinet. At this
time the matter comes up in a new form. The yellow fever
prevails at Panama, and Mr. Ewing says that Admiral
D. represents it is on board the packet ships. I asked if
that was not an intimation that he deemed it inexpedient
and ill-advised for Mrs. D. to leave the country with her
infants. It has been the policy not to send women out in
naval vessels, and I think it unfortunate that the ladies
go abroad to their husbands on foreign stations. In this
instance I remarked it appeared extremely injudicious,
for Dahlgren had but a year and a half to serve. If Mrs.
D. should be with her family at Lima it would, unavoid-
ably, influence the movements of the Admiral and the
squadron. Mr. Ewing assented to the correctness of my
views, but said Mrs. D. was resolved to go if she had to
take the sickly steamers.

Stanton yesterday made an exhibit of the requisitions
for expenditures by the military governors, or satraps, in
the territorialized States. They will draw largely on the
Treasury. Sheridan especially "goes in with a rush" as
they say. He is brave and patriotic, but not an adminis-
trative officer whom I should select for civil duties. But
the officers are less blamable for this military government,
whether well or poorly administered, than the Congress
which passed the laws creating it.

May 13, Monday. Have talked with several naval
officers on the subject of taking their wives on naval ves-
sels, and found them generally opposed to it. There are,
however, exceptions, and most of them admit there may
be occasions abroad when it would be pleasant and ex-
cusable, perhaps, to give them passage, but it nevertheless
disarranges and invariably causes discontent.

I have under the circumstances given a permit to Mrs.
D. to go on a public vessel from Panama.

May 14, Tuesday,  Attorney-General Stanbery read a